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Then I went outside. The air was cool and I drank it too fast, getting a little dizzy. I sat with my hands on the steering wheel for a few minutes trying to think myself into the right mood for driving all night across Oklahoma.

I jumped when she pecked on the windshield. It was the round woman in the blanket.

“No thanks,” I said. I thought she wanted to wash the windshield, but instead she went around to the other side and opened the door. “You need a lift someplace?” I asked her.

Her body, her face, and her eyes were all round. She was someone you could have drawn a picture of  by tracing around dimes and quarters and jar tops. She opened up the blanket and took out something alive. It was a child. She wrapped her blanket around and around it until it became a round bundle with a head. Then she set this bundle down on the seat of my car.

“Take this baby,” she said.

It wasn't a baby, exactly. It was probably old enough to walk, though not so big that it couldn't be easily carried. Somewhere between a baby and a person.

“Where do you want me to take it?”

She looked back at the bar, and then looked at me. “Just take it.”

I waited a minute, thinking that soon my mind would clear and I would understand what she was saying. It didn't. The child had the exact same round eyes. All four of those eyes were hanging there in the darkness, hanging on me, waiting. The Budweiser sign blinked on and off, on and off, throwing a faint light that made the whites of their eyes look orange.

“Is this your kid?”

She shook her head. “My dead sister's.”

“Are you saying you want to give me this child?”

“Yes.”

“If I wanted a baby I would have stayed in Kentucky,” I informed her. “I could have had babies coming out my ears by now.”

A man came out of the bar, gray hat or brown hat I couldn't tell because my car was parked some distance from the door. He got into a pickup truck but didn't start the ignition or turn on the lights.

“Is that your man in there, in the bar?” I asked her.

“Don't go back in there. I'm not saying why. Just don't.”

“Look,” I said, “even if you wanted to, you can't just give somebody a kid. You got to have the papers and stuff. Even a car has papers, to prove you didn't steal it.”

“This baby's got no papers. There isn't nobody knows it's alive, or cares. Nobody that matters, like the police or nothing like that. This baby was born in a Plymouth.”

“Well, it didn't happen this morning,” I said. “Plymouth or no Plymouth, this child has been around long enough for somebody to notice.” I had a foggy understanding that I wasn't arguing the right point. This was getting us nowhere.

She put her hands where the child's shoulders might be, under all that blanket, and pushed it gently back into the seat, trying to make it belong there. She looked at it for a long time. Then she closed the door and walked away.

Barbara Kingsolver, The Bean Trees, 1988.

I – COMPREHENSION DU TEXTE

1. 
Where does the scene take place? (country, state, precise place)

2. 
Make a list of all the characters present and mentioned in the text. Write present or mentioned in column 2. Give significant details for each character.

	characters
	present or mentioned?
	details

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. 
When does the scene take place? Justify by quoting from the text. (2 quotations) 


Mention the lines.

4.  
Say whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). Circle the right answer 
and quote from the text to justify.

1. The narrator is preparing to cross Oklahoma.
T
F


2. The narrator thinks the woman is hitch-hiking.
T
F


3. The narrator wants to give the woman a baby.
T
F


4. The child looks like the woman. 
T
F



5. The woman is the child’s mother.
T
F


6. The narrator is a woman.
T
F

5.
 Find in the text the equivalents of the following words. Mention the lines.

1. mentally confused:

2. knocked:

3. a ride, a drive:

4. a packet, a package:

5. indistinct, obscure:

6. softly, smoothly:

6.  
In your own words, give as much information as you can about the woman who 
knocked at the narrator’s windshield.

7. 
Translate into French from “A man came out of the bar ...” (line 26) down to “...  Just 
don’t.” (line 30)

8. 
What about the man? What role does he play in the story? 

9.
 What are the narrator’s various feelings throughout the text?

10.
 “I had a foggy understanding that I wasn’t arguing the right point. This was getting us 
nowhere.” Explain this passage in your own words. 

II – EXPRESSION
Choose one of the following subjects (200 words):

1. Write a continuation to the story.

2. In your opinion, why does the woman give the child away?


